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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

September 23, 2019 

 

 

PRESENT:   
Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman  

Joseph Sheehan, Vice Chairman 

Alfred P. Porro Jr.  

Robert Bamber 

Also Present:  

Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

ABSENT: 

Debbie Holmwood, Clerk 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Paciorkowski, 

Chairman, in Room 24 of the Norwood Town Hall, located at 566 Washington Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the Minutes of September 9, 2019, seconded by Mr. 

Sheehan. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed   

 

Continued Public Hearing – Special Permit Application – Internally illuminated signage 

in the Central Business District – 95-105 Central Street – John Minihan, Daddy’s Dairy 

 

Mr. Minihan presented the revised version of Daddy’s Dairy’s sign. The revised version was 

to be externally illuminated by back-lighting rather than internally illuminated. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that he was more in favor of this revision than of the original 

proposal. 
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Both Mr. Sheehan and Mr. Bamber agreed that the back-lit sign would be an improvement to 

the area. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that because the applicant was not going forward with an internally 

illuminated sign that it would not require a Special Permit and therefore would not need a 

Public Hearing. 

 

Mr. Minihan agreed that this would be the case and that he would like to withdraw his Special 

Permit request without prejudice. 

 

MOTION to withdraw the Special Permit for an internally illuminated sign in the Central 

Business District without prejudice by Mr. Sheehan, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

Vote 4-0 motion passed. 

 

MOTION to approve the new externally illuminated sign for Daddy’s Dairy by Mr. Porro, 

seconded by Mr. Bamber. 

 

Vote 4-0 motion passed.  

 

Public Hearing – Zoning Bylaw Amendment for October 7, 2019 Special Town Meeting 

–Amendment to official Norwood Zoning Map – Mixed Use Overlay District (MUOD) 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski explained the background of why this proposed zoning map change had 

been brought up to the Planning Board. 

 

Mr. Dempsey of 145 Railroad Avenue and the owner of one of the properties to be added to 

the MUOD, stated that he wished for his property to be included not because he had an future 

project in mind, but rather to add value and options to the property when he would eventually 

retire and give the property to his children. 

 

Mr. Paciokowski stated that the addition of the Town owned lot that abuts145 Railroad 

Avenue was requested by the Selectmen. 

 

Mr. Sheehan asked if the lots could also be rezoned from General Business to Central 

Business. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that he would discuss it with Town Counsel about adding it into the 

motion. 

 

Mr. Paciokowski opened the Public Hearing. 

 

Judith Howard of Nichols Street asked if the Town intends to develop the parcel they own as 

they currently lease it to the MBTA for parking. 
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Mr. Paciokowski stated that there is no project currently intended for the lot and that in the 

future, if there was it would go through Site Plan Review. 

 

Mr. Maloney, Selectman explained the Town’s ownership of the lot and that the Board of 

Selectmen did not have any plans for the lot, but wanted it included in the overlay if the 

situation should  change in the future. 

 

MOTION to close the Public Hearing by Mr. Sheehan, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

MOTION to recommend approval of the article for Town Meeting by Mr. Sheehan, seconded 

by Mr. Bamber. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

Public Hearing – Zoning Bylaw Amendment for October 7, 2019 Special Town Meeting 

–Amendment to create Section 3.6 – Conversion of Certain Historic Residential 

Structures – David Hern Esq.; Michael Viano 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski explained the background of this petition article and also addressed the 

incorrect information that had been spreading around this proposed zoning amendment. 

 

Mr. Hern, representing the petition article gave a presentation and explained why his clients 

wished to have this article passed as an option for home owners of large historic homes to 

preserve the home’s historic exterior integrity. 

 

Mr. Paciokowski expressed concern over the property owner potentially converting the house 

to condos then chopping the property up into new lots and having new single family homes 

blocking the view of that historic house. 

 

Mr. Hern stated that by making this potential use by condition of Special Permit, then the 

Planning Board could have more control to prevent public line of sight from being interfered 

with. 

 

Mr. Hern presented the Board with an amended version of the proposed bylaw which included 

a paragraph that provided the Planning Board with more control through Special Permit. 

 

Mr. Paciokowski opened the Public Hearing. 

 

Kerri Bowen of Walpole Street stated that she was an abutter to one of the properties in 

question and that she was against the proposed amendment for a variety of reasons dealing 

with density, traffic, safety, and the building’s historic integrity. 
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Mr. Hern stated that the applicant currently has the right to tear their building down and build 

a four unit subdivision. Mr. Hern stated that the proposed amendment would be far less 

invasive than this option. 

 

Lyssa Phillips of Fisher Street stated that she was an abutter and that she was also opposed to 

this proposed bylaw for similar reasons stated by Ms. Bowen. 

 

Toni Eosco of Endicott Street stated that she was opposed to this bylaw as it would allow too 

dense of development and would ruin the historic integrity of the house. 

 

Judith Howard of Nichols Street stated that the Historical Commission was not in favor of the 

proposed bylaw and that she would wait for Town Meeting for her speech. 

 

MOTION to close public Hearing by Mr. Sheehan, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

MOTION to recommend approval of the article for Town Meeting with the revised section 

included by Mr. Sheehan, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

Discussion – Sunset Avenue Adequate Access 

 

Mr. Halkiotis addressed the current state of Sunset Avenue and the work done by Mr. Glossa. 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that while the retaining wall appeared to be in good condition there was 

still concern for shifting trap rock on the slope and dead plantings. 

 

Mary Tom of 35 Talbot Ave. expressed her concern for the slope and her dissatisfaction for 

the quality of the work completed so far. 

 

The Planning Board agreed to have John Glossa, Project Manager come to the next Planning 

Board meeting and address the project’s status.  

 

PLANNING BOARD BUSINESS 

 

Associate Planning Board Member Decision 

 

The Board agreed to postpone making their decision on appointing a new associate Planning 

Board member until 10/21/19 when a full Planning Board with Ms. Holmwood would be 

available. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Sheehan. 
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VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00PM.  

 

Next Meeting: September 23, 2019 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Community Media.  A copy of the tape is 

available upon request.  
 
 


